
Contents

ED I TO RIA L 

Editorial June 2025
Waner, T.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

RESE A RC H A RT IC LES

Legal and Ethical Aspects of Veterinary Practice in Israel
Etinger, M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

The Impact of the 1938 Fascist Anti-Semitic Laws on  
Italian Universities: The Case of Veterinary Medicine

Volpe, P., Sacchetto, R., Grandis, A. and Cozzi, B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Life-threatening Anemia in a Dog Caused by the Nile Leech,  
Limnatis nilotica (Hirudinidae) in Israel

Klainbart, S., Mumcuoglu, K.Y., Green, I., Keinan, Y. and Aroch, I. . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

Molecular Detection of ESBL and Integron Genes in  
Multidrug-Resistant Escherichia coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae  
Isolated from Mastitic Cow Milk

Hassan, F., Türkyılmaz, M.K. and Türkyılmaz, S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

ISRAEL JOURNAL OF

Veterinary Medicine
Formerly: Refuah Veterinarith

Published Quarterly:
Volume 80 • No. 4 • December  2025

Editor: T. Waner
Editor ia l  Board:

M. Etinger
I. Aroch
G. Segev
J. Milgram
B. Perlman
D. Yasur Landau

G. Kelmer
A. Steinman
S. Friedman
S. Pozzi
S. Perl
S. Blum

A. Berkovitz
N. Edery
D. Toimkin
I. Srugo
S. Zmir

Israel Veterinary Medical Association
P.O.Box 22, Raanana 4310001, Israel

Tel: 09-7419929 • Fax: 09-7431778
E-mail: ivma@zahav.net.il

Websi te:  www.ijvm.org.i l

Printed in Israel by E. Oren Publisher Ltd.
Email: oren.print@gmail.com

ISSN 0334-9152

Front Cover: GG r a yr a y  H H e r o ne r o n  (Ardea cinerea)
The Gray Heron is a large wading bird commonly found across Europe, 
Asia, and parts of Africa. It is closely related to other herons such as the 
Great Blue Heron of North America.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Size: 84–102 cm tall; wingspan 155–195 cm; Weight: Typically 1–2 kg; 
Plumage: Mostly gray upperparts, white neck with black streaks, black 
supercilium (eyebrow), long black plumes during breeding; Bill: Long, 
pointed, yellowish (orange in breeding season); Legs: Long, grayish or 
brownish

HABITAT
Freshwater and coastal wetlands; Rivers, lakes, marshes, estuaries, ponds, 
and even urban parks; Often seen standing motionless at the water’s 
edge

BEHAVIOR
Feeds primarily on fish, but also amphibians, insects, small mammals, 
and occasionally birds; Hunts by standing still and spearing prey with its 
bill; Flies with slow, deep wingbeats and a retracted neck (unlike cranes, 
which fly with neck extended)

BREEDING
Nests in colonies called heronries, usually in tall trees; Builds large 
stick nests, reused year after year; Lays 3–5 pale blue eggs; Both parents 
incubate and feed chicks

DISTRIBUTION
Very widespread: Europe (common); Asia (to Japan and Southeast 
Asia); Much of Africa; Some populations migrate; northern birds often 
move south for winter

CONSERVATION STATUS
Least Concern (IUCN): Stable or increasing in many regions due to 
adaptability and protection of wetlands

Interesting Facts: Can remain completely still for long periods to 
ambush prey; Known for stealing food from other birds, including 
kingfishers and gulls; Frequently seen in human-modified landscapes 
(parks, canals, fish ponds)

*

Thanks to Gur Asa for generously providing the excellent cover 
pictures of the Gray Heron for this December 2025 edition of the  
IJVM


